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Topics

Considering the persistence of isolation conditions and of exclusion 
that often characterize the archaeological space in relation to the ur-
ban space, the workshop wants to investigate the issue of the borders 
of the archaeological areas, of the definition of new possible relation-
ship between the ancient and the contemporary city.  
An architectural design topic of great importance for the interven-
tion in archaeological areas consists in the breaking of the fences, 
that implies the exploration of possible dynamics of transformation of 
the segregation of these urban parts, in relation to their surrounding 
context. By the breaking of the fences, the enclosures of the archa-
eological areas become a system of transitions with variable thick-
nesses, paths, gates, public spaces, related to the ruins. A “horizontal 
stratigraphy” is defined, which shows the relationship between the 
archaeological area and the contemporary city through the combina-
tion of several elements and spaces belonging to different times. In 
this way, the edges of the archaeological areas can be interpreted as 
new inclusive urban spaces.

Project Areas

The ancient city of Pompeii constitutes a part of a wider territory 
where the topic of the reconfiguration of the surrounding excavations 
is crucial. Here, there is a set of different “thicknesses” along the edge 
of the ancient city, consisting of urban fragments of different nature, 
in which multiple spaces of relationship between the inside and out-
side of the excavations can be identified.
The design work will focus on the four edges of Pompeii:
1) Northern edge_Ancient city and Civita Giuliana (Porta Vesuvio, Por-
ta Ercolano);
2) Western edge_Ancient city and via Villa dei Misteri (Porta Marina 
Nuova, Porta Ercolano);
3) Eastern edge_Ancient city and via Nolana (Porta Sarno, Porta 
Nola);
4) Southern edge_Ancient city, the Sanctuary and Sarno River (Porta 
Nocera, Porta Stabia).
In these areas, it is possible to experiment architectural connective 
devices that can reinsert the ancient site into an urban dynamic, also 
offering a design future for unfinished spaces, neighboring isolated 
architectures and real places of waste.
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